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INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN
UNIVERSIT Y
The First Liberal Arts College in Japan

High Quality Education
Japanese universities offer excellent academic standards and high-tech resources and facilities for students, and have great reputation
around Asia and the world. Receiving a degree in Japan and speaking its language will be viewed favorably when seeking a job in Japan
and overseas.

Why Japan?
Japan is a place where traditional culture and technology intersect.

A Safe and Peaceful Place to Study
Japan is one of the safest and most peaceful countries in the world with little internal conflict and low crime rate. With reliable public
transportation systems, students can easily get around in modern, busy cities like Tokyo, as well as travel to the countryside to enjoy
the peaceful, picturesque landscape.

Amazing Cultural Experiences
Japan is unique in the way that old and new, East and West, natural and artificial seamlessly blend together. Studying in Japan will
bring you more than a new language. From tradition to advanced technology, students can be exposed to rich culture and history in
this remarkable country.
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The First Four-Year Liberal Arts College in Japan
ICU has been a pioneer in liberal arts education in Japan since its
founding in 1953.

Bilingual Education
Both Japanese and English are used on campus, ref lecting the
institutional internationalism of I CU, and promoting mutual
understanding and exchange in the international community.

Japanese Language Education
ICU boasts one of the world’s best Japanese language programs
to help students, from beginners to advanced learners, acquire the
skills needed to succeed academically and professionally in Japan.

Engaging Learning Environment
I C U is blessed with modern facilities and a wooded campus
environment unrivaled in the greater Tokyo area.

A Diversity-Rich Campus

Why ICU?
Bringing people together, serving the world.

ICU is a place where Japanese and international students as well as
faculty with a wide range of linguistic and cultural backgrounds
study, work, and live together and learn to serve the needs of
emerging, more interconnected world.

University Ranking
ICU was ranked highest among private universities in the Times
Higher Education Japan University Rankings 2019.

Welcome to IC U ! Thank you for including us in your college search.
IC U is one of Japan’s most highly respected academic institutions. The
campus is in the western suburbs of Tokyo, the world’s largest city, but
full of greenery. Here you can live and work together with students
from all over the world to meet the challenges of the new global age.
Why come to I C U ? First, I C U offers an outstanding education:
small classes, dedicated faculty, a supportive and beautiful campus
environment. Second : mastery of the Japanese language and culture.
You don’t have to know Japanese to enter IC U, but by the time you
graduate you will be an active learner in both English and Japanese.
These international skills will serve you well beyond your college years.
I C U opens doors to a variety of careers and advanced educational
opportunities relating to Japan, Asia and beyond.
IC U will give you new ways to think about the world and your own
country. You will be challenged to commit yourself to help bringing
about social justice and world peace. If you are up to the challenge,
IC U is a special place of learning, seeking excellent students from all
over the world. I hope you will consider applying to IC U.

Shoichiro Iwakiri
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts
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What’s ICU Like?
The 620,000m2 campus sits on the western doorstep of Tokyo.

05

University Hall

Science Hall

Library

Dining Hall / Cafeteria

Physical Education Facilities

University Hall houses large and small classrooms,
research centers and etc. Ever since its founding, ICU
ha s ma inta ined a consistent focus on sma ll-group
education because the university believes that instructing
students in small groups is essential to a good liberal arts
education.

Science Hall is the center of education and research in
the natural sciences and houses classrooms, laboratories,
computer facilities, and faculty offices. It is equipped
with a NMR instrument, electronic microscopes, a mass
spectrometer, laser microscopes, and a biotron.

University Library was ranked 1st in 2019 University
Ranking by Asahi Shinbun Publications. The open-access
collection of more than 760,000 volumes in Japanese,
English and other languages covers a multitude of subjects
in response to the needs of the College of Liberal Arts and
Graduate School. Mildred Topp Othmer Library opened in
2000 with the first in Japan to operate on an automated book
storage/retrieval system.

On the first floor of the Dialogue House,
Dining Hall/Cafeteria is open to students,
t he facu lt y a nd v isitors. ICU Dining
Hall offers vegetarian meals as well to
accommodate special dietary needs.

A new gymnasium with an impressive wood
design, a pool and roofed tennis courts was
constructed in 2018. Outdoor facilities include
tennis courts, soccer, baseball and rugby
fields, and an archery field.

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

NEW
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ICU by the numbers

Gateway to
the World of Knowledge
Gateway to
the World of Knowledge
Gateway to
the World of Knowledge

31

840

3,100

Majors

Courses Offered

Enrollments

55+
Countries & Regions
Represented by Students

(Undergraduate)

Expand your potential through the Liberal Arts.

THE

20 : 1

37 %

Student-to-Faculty Ratio

Foreign-National Faculty

Among private Universities

*Of all ICU professors, 88% have earned academic
credentials from overseas universities

*Times Higher Education
Japan University Ranking 2019

#

1

Nearly

100 %

Employment Rate

Expand your potential through the Liberal Arts.

Expand your potential through the Liberal Arts.

Majors

Students may choose a Major, a Double Major or a Major and Minor.

Art and Cultural Heritage
Music
■ Literature
■ Philosophy and Religion
■ Economics
■ Business
■ History
■ Law

Public Policy
Politics
■ International Relations
■ Sociology
■ Anthropology
■ Biology
■ Physics
■ Chemistry

Mathematics
Information Science
■ Language Education
■ Linguistics
■ Education
■ Psychology
■ Media, Communication and Culture
■ Japan Studies

American Studies
Asian Studies
■ Gender and Sexuality Studies
■ Development Studies
■ Global Studies
■ Peace Studies
■ Environmental Studies

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

Four years at ICU
Reflecting the policy of “later specialization,” students learn about various areas of study by taking General Education and Foundation Courses during
the 1st and 2nd year to identify their individual interest and capabilities. Students are also required to take the assigned courses of the Japanese Language
Programs during the first two years.
ICU encourages its students to nurture a broad view of the world, to cultivate flexible thinking by experiencing different areas of knowledge, and to
form a comprehensive, versatile academic foundation before beginning the process of selecting a major at the end of their 2nd year.
Even after their major declaration, students can take courses from all the majors to enhance interdisciplinary study. As a culmination of their studies, all
fourth-year students write a senior thesis on a topic of their choosing either in Japanese or English.

2nd year

3rd year

4th year

Japanese Language Programs [JLP]
General Education
Health and Physical Education
[Specialized Courses]

Foundation Courses

MAJOR DECLARATION

Area Major Courses
Elective Courses

Senior Thesis

Graduation (Bachelor of Arts)

1st year
[College-Wide Courses]

Graduate School

5-year Program
The 5 -year Program allows students to obtain both a bachelor's degree and a master's
degree in a total of 5 years (usually takes 6 years)
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Japanese Language Education

SUMMER COURSES IN JAPANESE

JAPANESE LANGUAGE PROGRAMS
ICU has adhered to the concepts of bilingualism by making Japanese and English its official languages, and therefore, students entering ICU
through Documentary Screening in English will study Japanese in our Japanese Language Programs ( JLP) to gain proficiency of Japanese language
that will enable them to pursue academic studies in ICU.

The Structure of Japanese Language Programs
Track 1 : Japanese as a Foreign Language:
“Japanese Program”

Track 2 : Japanese as a First / Heritage Language:
“Special Japanese Program”

J1: Japanese (CEFR level: A1)

Survival Level

J2: Japanese (CEFR level: A2)

Japanese: Step by Step
(CEFR level: A1)

J3: Japanese (CEFR level: A2)

*This course is offered only for
Graduate students and OYRs.

J4: Japanese (CEFR level: B1)
Intensive
Japanese:
Intermediate
(CEFR level: B1/B2)

J5: Japanese
(CEFR level: B1)
J6: Japanese
(CEFR level: B1/B2)

Vocabulary
and Kanji for
Intermediate
Learners of
Japanese 1 & 2
< elective >

J7: Japanese (CEFR level: B2)
Advanced Seminar in Japanese A & B
< elective >
*4-Year Regular and Transfer Students are required to complete up to J7.

Introduction to Japanese
for First/Heritage Language Speakers
*Students are required to take both SJ 1 and Kanji 1.

Special Japanese 1

Kanji 1

Special Japanese 2

Kanji 2

Special Japanese 3

Kanji 3

Summer Courses in Japanese (SC J ) is an intensive six-week program with more than 40 years’ history. Starting in early July, it provides a stimulating
environment in which students can increase their understanding of the Japanese language and culture. In addition to the program’s 15 weekly periods
of intensive Japanese language instruction, the course also offers cultural programs. In content, method and rigor, the SC J courses are equivalent to
ICU regular term courses. At the end of the courses, five units of accademic credit will be granted, which can be counted toward I C U graduation
requirements. Students in the SC J program stay in dormitories on campus or with Japanese families off campus to experience life in Japan.

Academic Advising and Planning
Academic advisors assigned to each student provide guidance in
planning their studies. Major Advisors, the Center for Teaching and
Learning with Student Advisors also support students in designing
their own learning program, by cultivating their independence and
active involvement in their studies at ICU.

Academic Advisor

Special Japanese: Research Writing
< elective >

Student

*4-Year Regular and Transfer students are required to complete up to SJ 3 and Kanji 3.

Student Advisors

Advising Staff
Major Advisors

https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/academics/undergraduate/jlp/

09

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

10

International Programs
Ever since its foundation, ICU has been offering opportunities to numerous foreign students to study on its campus and to its students to receive
higher education at prominent institutions around the world. Currently more than 450 ICU students study abroad every year and earn credits
through its various overseas study programs with different locations and terms.

List of Exchange Partner Universities
Europe

Asia & Oceania

Belgium
・Université libre de Bruxelles

Denmark
・Aarhus University

Finland
・Tampere University

France

Gateway to
the World of Diversity
Learn to respect and embrace differnces.

International Campus
The student population at IC U includes people from over 55 countries and one out of every
10 students does not hold Japanese nationality. International students not only speak different
languages but also come from a wide range of cultural backgrounds. Given this diversity, ICU is an
environment where students can accept differences, respect each other, and live without boundaries.
This sense of communality extends beyond the classroom walls, too: the relationships that students
have with friends at their dormitories and extracurricular activities stretch across national and
ethnic borders, making it possible for everyone in the diverse ICU community to share the fruits of
learning and joys of growth together.

International Faculty
About 37% of our full-time faculty are foreign nationals from nearly 20 different countries and
about 90% of the faculty member have education/research experience outside Japan.

Diversity on Campus
I C U also provides support for students with different needs. There are Health Care Office,
Counseling Center, Vegetarian dishes at the Dining Hall, Muslim Prayer Room, Nursing Room,
Special Needs Support Services (SNSS), etc.
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・Université Paris Diderot
・l' Université de Toulouse Jean Jaurès

Germany
・Freie Universität Berlin
・University of Münster

Iceland
・University of Iceland

Lithuania
・Vytautas Magnus University

Netherlands
・Maastricht University
・Tilburg University

55
1: 2
Countries

Foreign-to-Japanese
faculty ratio

88.4 %
of the faculty members
have education/research
experience outside Japan

Russian Federation
・Moscow State Institute of International Relations

Slovak Republic
・Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts

Sweden
・University of Gothenburg
・Linnaeus University

United Kingdom
・Birkbeck, University of London
・Cardiff University
・University of East Anglia
・The University of Edinburgh
・University of Essex
・Goldsmiths, University of London
・University of Leeds
・The London School of Economics
and Political Science
・University College London
・Newcastle University
・The University of Sheffield
・University of Sussex
・The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS),
University of London
・York St John University

China / Hong Kong

Programs

https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/academics/global/

Canada

・Nanjing University
・Nanjing Normal University
・Chung Chi College, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong
・The University of Hong Kong
・Hong Kong Baptist University
・Lingnan University

India
・Lady Doak College

Indonesia
・Petra Christian University

Korea
・Ewha Womans University
・Korea University
・Yonsei University

Philippines
・Ateneo de Manila University
・University of the Philippines
・Silliman University

Taiwan
・National Chengchi University
・Tunghai University

Thailand
・Mahidol University
・Thammasat University

Australia
・The University of Queensland
・Queensland University of Technology
・The University of Sydney

・University of Alberta
・The University of British Columbia
・British Columbia Institute of Technology
・University of Windsor

United States
・University at Buffalo, The State University
of New York
・University of California
Berkeley
Davis
Irvine
Los Angeles
Merced
Riverside
San Diego
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
・Duke University
・Georgetown University
・Grand Valley State University
・Guilford College
・Haverford College
・University of Massachusetts at Amherst
・Middlebury College
・The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
・The Ohio State University
・University of Pennsylvania
・Pomona College
・Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
・The University of Tennessee, Knoxville
・Washington and Lee University
・Washington State University
・The College of Wooster

Chile
・Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile

New Zealand
・The University of Waikato

94
Universities*

▶ International

North & South America

in

37

Countries
and Regions*

+ 41

Programs*

* Including all International Programs

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
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Dormitories on Campus
ICU dormitories are a place where students foster respect for human rights and diversity and learn
to share responsibilities and duties through dialogue in a communal living. All 10 dormitories are
located on campus, set in natural surroundings where students can enjoy the changing seasons.
They are conveniently located near facilities such as the University Hall, the Dining Hall and the
Library.
The dormitories are home to some 900 students - which is the 30% of the student body - including not only students from overseas but also those from Tokyo metropolitan region. Students with
diverse social, linguistic, cultural and religious backgrounds, personalities and ways of thinking live
and study together in the dormitories.
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Dormitories
on campus

https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/campuslife/dormitories/

Gateway to the World
Where Living is Learning

Dormitory Fees
Admission Fee

Dormitor y Fee

¥ 56 , 000

( $ 509 ) ( € 4 4 8 )

¥ 257 , 500 ~ ¥ 513 , 500 /year
( approx.$ 23 40 ~ $ 467 0 )
( approx. € 2060 ~ € 4108 )
$ 1 = ¥ 110 , € 1 = ¥ 125

30%

of the students
live in the dormitories

Broaden your view through interactions with people with different backgrounds.

Extracurricular Activities
ICU students have a variety of extracurricular options in the arts, sports, academics and social fields. University events including the ICU Festival,
Christian and International Weeks and the Dorm Festival are planned and carried out by student groups. Currently, there are over 50 officially
recognized clubs and various independent groups that are very active.

https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/campuslife/club/
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Your Career After Graduation

Gateway to the World of
Changes and Excitement
Reach out to the world through ICU.

I C U believes that all self-motivated learning and experiences as a
student help shape careers. In addition, students are supported in their
career path orientation and possibilities by all I C U constituents,
including faculty, staff, alumni as well as students who have already a
set path for a career after graduation.
Nearly 100% of students who are seeking employment find jobs in a
wide range of industries, particularly with global companies and international organizations. Their success can be attributed to their broad
knowledge, multilingual capabilities, comprehensive judgment, creative
thinking and international awareness.

Employment Rate
Construction 1.9%

Real Estate and Goods Rental
and Leasing 2.2%

Medical and Health
Care and Welfare 0.5%

Agriculture and Forestry 0.3%

Nonprofit
Enterprise 2.4%

Public Utilities 1.4%
Other Employment 0.5%

Civil Service 2.7%
Transport and
Postal Services 3.5%
Educational
Institutions 6.5%
Mass
Communication
Industries 7.8%

Service
Institutions
25.7%

nearly

100

%
Manufacturing
16.5%

Wholesale and
Retail 8.1%
Banking and Insurance
7.8%

Information and
Communications
12.2%

Companies Employing ICU Graduates
Accenture Japan Ltd / IBM Japan / NEC Corporation / Google LLC /
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation / TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION /
Nintendo Co.,Ltd. / Johnson & Johnson K.K. / KPMG Tax Corporation /
Nikkei Inc. / Japan Airlines Co.,Ltd. / Dyson Ltd. / DADWAY, Inc. /
MUFG Bank, Ltd. etc.

Approximately 20% of graduates opt to go on to graduate schools in
Japan or overseas in order to deepen understanding of the research
theme found through a liberal arts education or to prepare for working
at an international organization.

Graduate Schools Accepting ICU Graduates
in Japan :
ICU / Univ. of Tokyo / Kyoto Univ. / Htotsubashi Univ. ,etc.

Overseas:
Univ. of London / Univ. of Sussex. / Pnnsylvania State Univ. / Columbia
Univ. / Duke Univ. / Australian National Univ. ,etc.

The educational experience at ICU encourages students to carry with
them a pioneering spirit of openness to constructive change and alternative points of view. This is why a large number of graduates can be
found in all corners of the globe.

https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/campuslife/career/
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Gateway to
the Global Community
ICU welcomes students with diverse cultural background regardless of their race,
nationality, or religion.

Admissions

Tuition and Fees

IC U seeks to admit students irrespective of nationality who can strive academically and personally at IC U, in line with its goal to cultivate responsible
global citizens. Applicants for April/September Admissions by Documentary Screening (Universal Admissions) undergo a documentary screening process
in English, including the submission of standardized test scores, such as SAT, ACT, or IB. No prior knowledge in Japanese is required.
Admissions are based on holistic criteria with the goal of identifying students who are able to perform at a superior level in a liberal arts environment.
Moreover, coming from diverse educational and cultural backgrounds, students are expected to enrich the IC U student body in different and innovative
ways to meet the challenges of the new global age.

Matriculation Fee: Regular / Tr ansfer students:

Annually
Annually

¥ 1, 419, 000

¥ 300 , 000

One-Year-Regular/Kenk yusei : ¥ 150 , 000

($ 12 , 900 ) ( € 11 , 400 )

$ 1 = ¥ 110 , € 1 = ¥ 125

The tuition fees only comprise 69% of the educational
expenses IC U spends per student, and the rest is covered
by endowment revenues and other resources.

*Those who wish to study at ICU for one academic year but not from our exchange partner universities should apply for One-Year-Regular Student status through April/September Admissions
by Documentary Screening.

Financial Aid

Special website to find out more about learning at ICU
▶

WHAT’S LIBERAL ARTS?
Understanding liberal arts /
Introduction to the 31 majors

▶

Stories; Students, Faculty, Alumni
Message for Prospective Students

Financing a college education is a major consideration for most students and families.
IC U offers extensive opportunities for financial aid, including a range of scholarships
for international students subject to their need and merit.
For example, with good academic standing, nearly 100% of international students
who applied for tuition reduction scholarship were granted the reduction up to onethird of the annual tuition and facilities fees.

▶ Please

check our website

https://www. icu.ac.jp/en/admissions/undergraduate/
▶ Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/InternationalChristianUniversityENG

▶ Instagram

@icu

The majority of IC U financial aid is awarded after enrollment, but the following two
scholarships can be applied for together with the application for admissions to IC U.
IC U Peace Bell Scholarship: One million yen per year for four years ( the standard
length of time to graduate from IC U )
IC U Torch Relay High Endeavor Scholarship: Covers matriculation fee, first term
tuition and facilities fees ( approx. 773 , 000 yen )

https://www.icu.ac.jp/en/admissions/finance/
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ICU at a Glance
Establishment
Accreditation

Degrees Offered
Enrollment
Language of Instruction
Academic Calendar

1953
The Japan University
Accreditation
Association (JUAA)
Chartered by the Japanese
Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT)
BA, MA, Ph.D.
Approx. 3,100 Undergraduate,
190 Graduate
Japanese and English
Spring Term:
April-June
Autumn Term:
September-November
Winter Term:
December-March

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
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